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the city of Denver as a resting-place, six hundred
miles from the starting-point and from the end.
The average rate is fourteen or fifteen miles
a-day; though some of the train-men will push
through twenty miles on the plains.

Four or five hours in the middle of the day
they rest to let the cattle graze, and to cook their
food; at night-fall they encamp near to fresh
water, if possible in the vicinity of. a little wood.
They corral the waggons; that is to say, they set
them in the form of an ellipse, open only at one
end, for safety; each waggon locked against its
neighbour, overlapping it by a third of the length,
like the scales on plate armour; this ellipse being
the form of defence against Indian attack, whicli
long experience in frontier warfare had proved to
the old Mexican traders in these regions to be the
most effective shield. When the waggons are cor-
ralled, and the oxen are turned loose to graze, the
men begin to cut and break wood, the women and
children (if there be any in the party) light the
fires, fetch water from the spring or creek, boil the
kettle, and bake the evening bread. Some of the
'young men, expert with the rifle, tramp across
gully and creek in search of plover, prairie dog,
and chicken; and on lucky days these hunters